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that one shall be traceable from another as offspring
from parent, but that at least a continuity should be
traceable from one to the other by a path partly, it
may be, ascending and partly descending. Do the
records of the past give evidence of, or render prob-
able, such a continuity of passage from one form to
another remote from it ?

This is a subject on which I would wish to speak
with diffidence, for I feel that it is only those who
have made biology, including palaeontology, a special
study who are in a condition duly to weigh all that
science has to say on one side or the other towards
affording an answer to this question. Still even one
whose scientific studies have lain in a different pro-
vince, and who has only given some general attention
to this subject, can hardly fail to have formed an
opinion. To me, I confess, it seems that the gaps
which are found in any such attempt to connect
remote forms are too great to be bridged over. At
the same time there appear to be sequences of allied
forms which seem to indicate the operation of some
natural law according to which changes exceeding in
amount those which we, are actually able to witness
may have taken place.

As regards, however, any moral consequences to
be deduced from a supposed origin, it is the human
race that we are mainly concerned with. It seems
to me that the question of man's origin is closely